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Six Curses  
for Vicki Raymond 
 
These six curses I send. 
 
The first, that you will find fame, 
and seduced by flattery and leeches, 
take yourself even more seriously. 
 
The second, that you will find love, 
throw yourself upon the glossy moment, 
and from its shell see narcissism unfurl. 
 
The third, that you will find wealth, 
and leave your partner for a younger version 
who understands you all too quickly. 
 
The fourth, that you will find hatred, 
and having wiped all armies from the plains, 
place the cold, hard stone in your pocket. 
 
The fifth, that you will find history, 
which is the door to each day, but even  
with hindsight be incapable of regret. 
 
The sixth, that you will find certainty, 
and gagging on this poisoned feast 
suffer the greatest curse of all. 
 
 
